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ugene Levy, eonsidered "Canada's

Mational Treasure,"is also one of

Hollywood's most popular comedic

actors. He has appeared in over @l
television shows and motion pictures, including
Schitt's Creck, Best in Show, Waiting for Guifman,
For Your Consideration, A Mighey Wind, Finding
Dary, Splash, Armed and Dangerous, and countless
others. He won a Wew York Film Critics Circle
Mward and Grammy Award® for A Mighty Wind
and a Golden Glohe® nomination for Best In Show.
Schirt'’s Creek swept the Canadian Sereen Awands,
winning ninc of ten categorics. From the Academy
of Canadian Cinema 8 Television, Levy received the
prestigious Legacy Award (along with co-star and
long-time collaborator Catherine O'Hara). He won

rwo Emmys® as a writer for SCTV,
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p undl three years ago, award-winning

actor/writer/producer  Eugene  Lewy
avoided travel, which he considered
beyond his comfori rome. "My life was
steady, predictable, and reassuringly repetifive.” he says,
Yet, in 2013, he agreed to host an original travel show,
The Reluctant Traweler, for Apple TV+, which turned out 1o

be a Hfe-changing decision Says Levy, "Even though the

experiences were often uncomfortable, travel transformed

me.” Eugene Levy is currently starring in the third season :

of The Belwctant Traweler, eight episodes that send the iconic
comedian to Austria, Canada, England, India, Ireland,
Mexico, South Korea, and the United States.
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Levy says “The tough thing about szarming this show was [
haed 1o b mmysel?, and U'monot really an open person, go 00 was an
=l el EXpETIENCE Fut rene that T comsidersd \lmlrlh'ng_'
of a travcler, 've challenged mysel! to complete my own
bucket Bst before achually kicking the bucket.” His lamous black
eyebrows shoot up ax he contirmes, 1 did a lot of research, kept
an epen mind, and came up with & list of oy oem. 1'd be a Tiar
b0 aay these expersnces hive nol made my Ife deher, becauas
you'ne anly passing through once. I'm inching choser to beng
4 more seasoned traveler, but I'm pot there yet. However, my
enjoyment in discovening and appreciating different countries
and cultures has grown considerabby™

Levy begins the new seasen of The Belvoran! Travoler with
a bucket-list journey to Mexico, 8 country visited by more
Americans than anywhere else on the planst. He is not thers
b wizic the typical wouristy places zuch as Acapuleo ar Cebo
San Lucas He hes amived in Oaxaca o immearse himszi in
Mexvica's Day of the Dwead, a yearly festival which dates hack
te the Aztecs and embraces death as part of celeheating 1ife,
Along the way, he meets Rosano, the first female Mescel maker
to make the sgicit the old-feshicned way: chopping up the agewrs
plant, roasdng it, pounding out the lquid, then adding =spizas,
fruits, and a raw chicken. Levy makes 8 disgusted face and zays,
"Chicken iz an ingredient in an alooholic beverage? T prefar it
Southern fried.” Later, as he tastes the Mezcal, Rosario admits
it's 61% alcahal, " hope there's a smile on people’s faces when
they rememmber me,” Levy says daolefully.
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The tough thing about starting
this show was | had to be
myself, and I'm not really

an open person, so it was an
emotional experience.”

His guide, Samued, a Mh-generation Zapalec weaver, inviles
Levy o a family dinner but first sends him cut alone to the
market b buy raw chocolate and chapulines. Levy makes a face
whan ha finds out that chapulines are grazshoppers, At dinnet,
Samuel encourapes Levy 1o try the delicacy, and Levy refuses,
“But they have so mach protein” argues Samael, Levy answens,
"5 docs millk”

Levy loves classical music and, m another episode, travels
tz Vienna to sttend the FPhilharmonic Baell. First, he most
take dance lessona from his chosen partner. Admitting he is
a terrible dancer, Levy saps, "She better have two steel clears
om her feet” Before the ball, he assists the chel, whe is making
thousands of =pecialty desserts. Lewy's job 35 to spread pink
icing on a tiny cake, but a3 he tries. his cake tilts sidewsys. "Uh-
oh,” Lewy says, “This one nocds a pricst.”

L

Lty Staying at the Hotel

Imperal in ¥ienna, Ausiria
Phate courtgy of fan Gavan

rqmiﬂEu gofishing f

Pﬂr‘-ur:iw nr.-.pﬂ- e

FoodandTravelMagazine com



In another epdsode, Levy decides to hit the open rosd through
Loulsiana’s Cajun Coundry to New Orleans on a (hreeday BV
road i with a local pude. Savs Levy as he tentatvely enters the
oversizod wehicle, "RV stends for Recreational Viehicle, bat | ehways
thoughi it stood for Fasned Vacstion ™ His guide, Wil explaing that
EW's ahweys have names What does Levy want 1o call if? "How
sbout Mightrnare? sugpests Loy, They decide on “0id Shaky®

Their first night's stop is in an BV Park, In Cajun Country,
food s friendship, and for dinner they join a local crawfish boil
At first, Lvy doesn't want to eat the crustscean bt finaliy tries
are and Ekes it He also gets on stage and plays washhosrd
with the band, & huge grin on his face. "Theres an enanmous
sense of community with some of the fdendbest people I've
ever mel,” Levy says after they leave the party.

The next day, they stop for shecks, and Will asks Levy 1o
by him bodled poanwts, [n the store, Levy tastcs one, makes a
hornble face, spita it out, and says, “Why do peopda in Louisiana
il their peanuts? The shop owner says, “For the people who
ot have testh = amd there's a lof of them ™

The seres i3 much more than Levy's sd-libbed quips and
jokes The bt night of the Y excursion, roasting marifimallows
ower a camplire, Levy and Wil share a heart-to-heart exchange
about coming out = Will to kis farher, and Eugene's son, Deniel
Lewy, to Eugens. Tt i one of the sesscn's most emotonal
highlights, Says Levy, "l discovered & semse of connection |
hadn't expected, not to mention taking a vacation in an BV that
I never would bave considersd a few yeam apo My thing was
always the sooner we get there, the better. But this was a great

lesson in not getting there as fast as you would ke, because
¢ dudnt kmowr what to expect.” he says. “But Prince William

there are ahways things to see along the way”
In another eplacde, Levy poes 10 Galway, Ireland, 1o share
a Saint Patrick’s Day adwenture with his davghier, Sarah He

travels to Seoul, South Borea, to mect K-pop stars and danee

with them. He flies to Rajasthan, |ndia, to meet some cricket
legencs, Mext stopr Yancouwver lo meet up with his fnend,

singer/songwriter Michael Bublé. Levy admits to Buble, "My

bascheet list b to try everything once, because you pever know

when you'll get another chance, especially a1t my age” [He |
. finally adjourn to a nearby pub for a pint. Levy asks William what

recently tumed T9 ears old )

But Eugene Levy's most impressive trip Is to London, where
he s personally invited by the Pnnce of Wales for a privete
tour of Windsor Castle As Levy somewhat nerecusly wadts in
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: the guiadrangle, Prince Wilham arrives on a motorized scooter

Lewy says, almost t0 himself, “He's certainly not afraid to roll
with the times.” S0, what did Levy expect in meeting the prinee?

real y aet the tone, He made me feel & lot better and comforatsde.
Quite honesthy, when he pulled up, 1 didn't even know how 1o
pddresa him, | mean, am [ alloweed to shake his hand? But again,
it was how gracious he was, making it so informal and casual and
cormversaticnal He's charming and approeachable”

Firat, the prince takes Levy on a private tour of Windsor
Castle the oldest asud largest occupbed castle i the world. Then,
they walk with Prince William's dog through the gardens and

is modt ampodtant to him, and the prince responds, “My family”
Levy seys, "We're all swrating the same stuff: wock, hoalth, and
family; that's true even for 8 foture long ”

Lewy with Prince William
al Wineinr Casthe
Ploartd Lo TEdl F 1N G

My bucket list is fo try
everything once, because
you never know when
you'll get another chance,
especially of my age.”

-EUGEME LEVY
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S, wital was (he lakeawsy from meeting (he Tulure king?

Says Lowvy, "1 come away with my own personzl sense that this

Wwas Eoing to be & reinvigorated monarchy, that the formalities
riight not ke the zame”

What elze did Eugene Levy learn about his quest? *T thaught
# bucket list was all sbowt the big-lime epic adventures, and
sometimes that’s trec. 1've alse found that cven in the grandest
of settings, it the little things that stay with you—the quiet
conversations, becoming comfortable with things that are
unfamniliar, and leamning you don't have to go to the enda of
the earth to discover someshing new, T'd be a liar (o say thesa
experences baven't mads my life cicher, because they have,”

Was getting a chance to meet Ponee William on his bucket
list?" Levy says, “Well, that™s the bucker.” His eyebrowa shoot
up.” And &s bucket Gsts go, this is going to be pretty hard to top
— baorderline irpozssible.” «
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